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a. Claims 1-3 describe "a shape acquiring unit for acquiring the shape
of an insertion unit", and claims 11 and 12 describe "a manipulator shape
acquiringunit foracquiringthe shapeof amanipulator"™. Theseinsertion
unit and manipulator have their shapes changed by the curving actions.
It is not definite what time the manipulator shape acquiringunit acqguires
the shape, andwhat time instant shape storage andwhat information storage
information the adjustment value is determined and controlled on.

In claim 3, moreover, it is not determined what relaticon the manual
mode owned by an input unit has connection with the insertion unit, and
it is not apparent whether cor ncot the shape of the insertion unit can
ke acquired by the input unit owned by the manual mode.

Hence, the inventions of claims 1-3, 11 and 12 are not clear.

b. Claims 1-10 describes "an adjusting unit for adjusting the tension
to be applied to a wire", and claims 11-17 describes "a manipulator
adjusting unit for adjusting the tensicn to be applied to the wire™.
However, the pulling and relaxing of the wires for curving the curved
portions and the relaticns c¢f those adjusting units are not fixed, and
it is nct clear what is contained by those adjusting units.

Hence, the inventions of claims 1-17 are not clear.
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